


The Fambletonion %czég% 7%

August 21, 2008

The U.S. Trotting Association
ATTN: Kent Hastings
750 Michigan Avenue
Columbus, OH 43215
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Dear M+

RE: Proposed Rule Amendment on Whipping

At the recent meeting of The Hambletonian Society, the board passed a resolution to
recommend that the board of the U.S.T.A. amend their rule governing whipping to require drivers to
keep a line in each hand for the entire duration of the race. The purpose of the proposed rule change is
to address the negative image of vigorous one-handed whipping which in this day and age is widely
perceived by harness fans and the public, especially potentially new fans, as cruel and inhumane
despite any of our explanations to the contrary over the years. It is certainly not intended as a criticism
of our drivers whose use of the whip was within the rules in the past. It is also not intended in any way
to relieve any driver of the responsibility of maintaining control of their horse for their own safety and
the safety of others during the race when they use their whip as permitted under the rule.

We propose to amend the last sentence in the second paragraph of U.S.T.A. Rule 18, Section
9, which currently reads, “Drivers shall keep a line in each hand from the start of the race until the
head of the stretch finishing the race.” as follows:

“Drivers shall keep a line in each hand from the start of the race until after the finish of
the race.”

We hope the U.S.T.A. will set the standard for the industry in this country. Such language
would be in line with international rules and models outside North America, as well as the ongoing
review of the whipping issue in Ontario and in Kentucky. It is also the intention of the Hambletonian
Society to urge the Racing Commissioners International as well those commissions in whose
jurisdictions the Society sponsors or services stakes, to amend their rule books for the sake of our
industry’s public responsibility and image.

The penalty for violation of the rule is not addressed here, but it should be whatever is
required for deterrence and enforcement and we will leave that up to conscientious judges and
regulators. However I personally would not be opposed to including fines up to and exceeding the
amount of the driver’s commission of 5% of the purse and possible placings for repetitive violations.

As an individual recently pointed out, if a horse was whipped in the barn area or at the farm
as they appear to be whipped in deep stretch the responsible party could, and should, be arrested for
animal cruelty. Racing for a purse and for the betting public doesn’t moderate that image for most
people. This is an issue which must be addressed immediately and we trust that U.S.T.A. will take that
lead. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. I remain
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