September 9, 2008
To: Ontario Racing Commission :

WOuld like to voice my opinion.

In regard to the whipping rule dlscussmn, T

As a person that have been heavﬂy mvolved in the hamess racing mdustry,‘"'. 1 North. Aﬁiérica and

SO g 0 ; !
to help us promote What they see.on: then" ﬁrst vxsus twithe ‘track. Ifit is: hard whlppmg of
e j.ammals, th t WJ_U bc what; they wﬂl tell the1r fnends, in many cases. The European market is

sport andiour horses, S0 they want to owii horses that are racmg over here and
that they wantto buy our horses with hopes to: bnng them to: Europe for aic qnmnugtxon of

“'We need S
allowed.:To
k; would be

As it 18, tnany people are turned off by the whlppmg and ta]ks about drugs m our spo :
to changs our image and to me, it is unbelievable that: thlS kmd of whlppmg :s if
suggest that, the same treatment of an animal would
horrific. Why is it allowed on the racetrack? :

My suggestion would be to enforce a rule that the drlverv has to hold each hand in- 1t’s intended
handhold at all time, restrict the length-of the whip and only allowed hrmted whipping'to’
incourage the horse and {0 control the horse. It has'of course’ to-be enforced and a driver has to
get fined or days; accordmgly 1 already know, that this works, since it is being done already. The
‘image of the sport in Sweden has made harness racing to one of that countries most successful
sports overall, with a high attendance and shown on public television each and every day. They,
also have the worlds most successful betting; in form of the V75 ,'which is:played by a‘large
number of that countries whole population and the support of the corporate world, who is heavily

involved in sponsoring harness racing, since they have no problem to be associdted with the
sport!

I commend Pompano Park to have taken the first step-to a more public friendly harness racing,
and hope that all other jurisdictions will follow, in Canada and the US.
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Perry Soderberg L//



