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To:  Ontario Racing Commission
Rules Committee
Whipping Bylaw
Ontario Standardbred Racing

To begin with, I wish to thank you for the opportunity to vent my comments on whipping in
Ontario harness racing.

Who am [?

Involved for over 55 years in the breeding, training and some racing of standardbreds, although I
personally never drove in serious competitions.

I journal a weekly article called “Horse Chatter” for the Ingersoll Times (10,000 circulation) for
well over fifty years.

I am also an avid observer of nightly harness racing on the HPI Horseplayer Interactive watching
races from around the continent.

Included in this submission is an article I wrote on February 24", 1999 just following your
updated bylaw on whipping in standardbred racing in Ontario.

As a keen observer of the use of whips in the continents’ harness racing, may [ comment on my
personal observations?

/
Whips cannot be banned as some advocators have demanded!

Used discretionary, whips are a vital piece of equipment in the disciplinary and steering of a race
horse. It would be unthinkable and totally uncontrollable to use the reins although they do serve a
purpose in the stretch drive in concert with the whip.

During my nightly observations, excessive whipping is more prevalent in racing jurisdictions
outside of Ontario.

For instance, some (not all) reinsmen at the Medowlands are rather brutal in their lengthy stretch
drives. But let us focus on Ontario.

We all should appreciate that the use of whips is a personal trait with the driver. Some cannot
refrain from over use, particularly when the anumal is giving all it has with nothing left in the
Cﬁtank”‘

What disturbs me more than the close finishes, is those reinsmen who are whacking their mounts
when they are hopelessly out of it or those drivers who are unjustifiably whipping when they are
handy winners by several lengths. Going for a new career speed mark or just keeping the
‘cheaters’ awake are the normal excuses.
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For close finishes, again it is the personal ambitions of the driver. The use of the reins with a little
whip tap are appropriate when challenging for a cheque.

As for being in contention at the wire for a win, it remains the judgement of the driver for the use
of the whip on their mount.

Don McElroy is a neighbour of ours in Ingersoll.

Don has captured many driving championships on the “B” circuit in Southwestern Ontario with
frugal reining of harness horses. His trait is striking the wheel hub rather than whipping the horse
in close finishes.

A recent discussion with Mr. McElroy conveying his thoughts.

“It is my desire to moderately hit my horse once when making a move past the half. For some
horses, it gets them going and reduces the urging late in the mile”!

McElroy says that there is too much whipping in the stretch when a horse is out of the money but
“for those drivers close to winning, the discretionary use of whips is necessary”.

“It is only fair to the trainex and the people paying the bills!” concluded McElroy.

As a fan, I don’t think there are many complaining of excessive whipping. But for the Bettor,
there isn’t enough whipping! Whips are not weapons!

For the O.R.C. judges, I appreciate monitoring the many infractions is more vital in the outcome
of a race than the whipping rules.

However, there are obvious misuse of whips that could be enforced.

Thank you again for this opportunity to have something to say and wishing you all good
judgement as enforcers!

Would appreciate a refresher on the “Whipping Rule” harness horses and any updates and
enforcing to further recommendations.

Don McNiven
Harness Racing Fraternity
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